[Hand infections--approach and management].
Infections of the hand are always very serious conditions and should therefore be treated aggressively. Early diagnosis, adequate anaesthesia, a bloodless field and thorough drainage including debridement, elevation and early active mobilization are the cornerstones of treatment. Antibiotics need not be given routinely, but under certain circumstances (for example in the case of human bites) combination antibiotic treatment is imperative. Management of hand infections along these lines is most rewarding and should prevent a chronic infection or a disastrous osteitis which would result in a permanent lesion and disablement. The management of specific hand infections is discussed.